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ressed by my father, and he seemed to take a par-
ticular delight in my conversation. My mother, who
lived in perfect union with him, both in desires and
affection, received me very passionately: apartments
were provided for me by myself, and horses and
servants allowed me in particular.
My father never went a hunting, an exercise he
was exceeding fond of, but he would have me with
him; and it pleased him when he found me like the
sport. I lived thus, in all the pleasures 'twas pos-
sible for me to enjoy, for about a year more; when
going out one morning with my father to hunt a
stag, and having had a very hard chase, and gotten
a great way off from home, we had leisure enough
to ride gently back: and as we returned, my father
took occasion to enter into a serious discourse with
me concerning the manner of my settling in the
world.
He told me, with a great deal of passion, that he
loved me above all the rest of his children, and that
therefore he intended to do very well for me; and
that my eldest brother being already married and
settled, he had designed the same for me, and pro-
posed a very advantageous match for me with a
young lady of very extraordinary fortune and merit,
and offered to make a settlement of 2000L per
annum on me, which he said he would purchase for
me without diminishing his paternal estate.
There was too much tenderness in this discourse
not to affect me exceedingly. I told him, I would
perfectly resign myself unto his disposal. But, as
my father had, together with his love for me, a very
nice judgment in his discourse, he fixed his eyes
very attentively on me; and though my answer was
without the least reserve, yet he thought he saw
some uneasiness in me at the proposal, and from
thence concluded that my compliance was rather an
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